
The Honorable Tim Walz

130 State Capital

75 Rev Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

St. Paul Minnesota,  55155

Dear Governor Walz;

We need to provide healthcare and essential supports to prevent disease transmission to our most 

vulnerable state residents; individuals applying for citizenship, undocumented immigrants, and mixed-

status families. There are thousands of immigrants in the process of becoming citizens and 

undocumented immigrants who are living and paying taxes to the State of Minnesota (via Individual 

Tax Identification Numbers - ITINs). 

Unlike many of our elected representatives, COVID - 19 does not discriminate on the basis of legal 

status, nationality, or skin color (yes, there are white undocumented immigrants). We are all 

vulnerable and we are all reliant on each other.

From a very practical standpoint, it makes sense to provide healthcare and disease protection for all 

individuals and not just those with social security numbers. While we all are sheltering in place, these 

are often the people delivering food, cooking, and doing the deep cleaning of our houses and offices. 

They are taking care of our elderly and our young by providing essential health services in a variety of 

settings. This population creates a reservoir for the virus because they do not have access to 

healthcare or are afraid to access this care, and are often unable to shelter in place. Even if they have 

a place to live, they often have to share a tiny space with many relatives or other individuals under the 

same circumstances. This means that the virus will stay in our most vulnerable populations longer 

and will affect more people. In addition, citizens who are relatives of individuals who are not citizens 

are in danger of being affected. We have never needed each other more, and we can’t afford to leave 

anyone without healthcare and other supports.

 

Unfortunately, relief efforts on behalf of government agencies (e.g. the new Federal stimulus bill) 

exclude those without social security numbers, but who pay taxes. Our non-citizen immigrant 

community is feeling the impact on their lives from the coronavirus pandemic, and from the lack of an 

adequate response and support from our state officials and the federal government. The loss of 

income and the daily stress of surviving are compounded, with little or no access to healthcare, and 

are creating the ingredients for the perfect storm. 



These are difficult times and extraordinary actions are required if we are to overcome the human 

casualties and economic devastation this pandemic outbreak is inflicting onto our community. 

One such measure would be to allow ITIN taxpayers to purchase MN Healthcare Insurance 

Coverage. As you said in your March 25th press conference,” if we do nothing an estimated 79,000 

could die”.

To protect the health of our community in its entirety, it is time to put aside the mean-spirited 

treatment of the undocumented community.  We need to develop a way to help all of our people if we 

really want to beat this virus and the impact it is having on our community. 

As Wellstone said, “We all do better when we all do better.”  This has never been more true than in 

this crisis.

Sincerely, 

MoveOn Volunteer Advisory Committee
Minnesota Immigrant Movement
Minnesota Indivisible Alliance
CD2Action
Indivisible St. Peter/Greater Mankato 
Womens March MN
Reviving the Islamic Sisterhood for Empowerment (RISE)
OFA Minnesota
NCJW Minnesota
Indivisible North Metro
Plymouth Area Indivisible
Say ! African + Political Change 
MUUSJA- Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Alliance
Bloomington Indivisible
Neighbors Together in Solidarity (Bloomington) 
Valley Allies
Indivisible St. Paul
Stand Up Dakota County
Indivisible MN03



Hispanic Outreach of Goodhue County
Rice County Neighbors United

El Súper Barrio Latino Radio Program

Indivisible Minnesota Legislative Action (Statewide)
Stand Up Minnesota
Indivisible Rochester 
Roseville Area Indivisible
Imam Asad Zaman: Muslim American Society of Minnesota
Indivisible Resistance Eagan Burnsville (IREB)
Project Starfish Minnesota
Meeker&Cokato/McLeod Counties Indivisible
Menahga/Park Rapids Indivisible 
Indivisible Morris
Isakk Rooble, Chair of the Advocates for Refugees International- MN
Itasca Area Indivisible
Action Together Twin Cities - MN

Please Contact for follow up:

Beatriz Winters 

beatrizwinters60@gmail.com

952-838-5553

Caren Gallagher

cd2action@gmail.com

612-207-8318
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